‘The 


Centenary 
‘Treasury 


Official Statement concern— 
ing the Collecting, Recording 
and Forwarding Centenary 
Moneys—how Vouchers are 


to be Issued and Credit Given 


I. REMITTANCES 


1. Monthly remittances of general Cen- 
tenary funds made directly to the Centenary 
Treasurer, George M. Fowles, 150 Fifth 
Avenue, New York, N. Y., or W. J. Elliott, 
Associate Centenary Treasurer, 1701 Arch 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa., are earnestly re- 
quested for the following reasons: 


a. Home and foreign missionaries and their 
families must be provided for on a monthly 
basis. 


b. Urgent Centenary projects should be 
started promptly. Annual remittances will de- 
lay these a year or require the borrowing of 
large sums. 


c. Funds for War Emergency and Recon- 
struction work will be doubly effective if used 
now. 


d. The agreement with the six smaller 
Boards provides for monthly remittances to 
them. 


e. Monthly remittances will obviate the 
necessity of borrowing large sums. The sub- 
scriptions indicate a payment of nearly $2,000,- 
000 monthly. Withholding one month’s pay- 
ments a year means an annual interest charge, 


at 6 per cent, of $120,000. 


Because of the above facts, and because of 
the provisions making it possible that all general 
benevolent money may be remitted to one cen- 
tral Treasurer, it seems reasonable to request 
that the remittances be made at least once a 
month. 
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2. To avoid the necessity of church Treasur- 
ers having to divide benevolent money and re- 
mit to various Treasurers, arrangements have 
been made whereby benevolent funds for the 
following may be sent without division direct to 
the Centenary Treasurer or the Associate Cen- 
tenary Treasurer: 


Board of Foreign Missions, 
Board of Home Missions and Church Ex- 


tension, 


Public Educational Collection (Not Chil- 
dren’s Day Collection), 


Board of Sunday Schools, 
Freedmen’s Aid Society, 
The American Bible Society, 


Board of ‘Temperance, Prohibition, and 
Public Morals, 


. General Deaconess Board. 


The Centenary has guaranteed the full ap- 
portionments to the six smaller Boards for a 
period of five years, beginning July 1, 1919. 
This does not relieve local churches of the 
necessity of raising the apportionments of these 
Boards either separately or in connection with 
the Centenary subscriptions. It does, however, 
increase the necessity of monthly remittances, as 
the plan calls for monthly payments to the 
Boards concerned. The Centenary Treasurer 
will receive from each of the six Boards a 
monthly certified statement of its regular re- 
ceipts (from the Board of Education a com- 
bined monthly statement of receipts of Public 
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Educational Collection for the colleges and for 
its own use), and will then mail to said Board 
a check for one-twelfth of its apportionment, 
less the amount of receipts reported. The bal- 
ance due on the Public Educational Collection 
will be remitted to the Board of Education, 
which organization will in turn remit to the 
college. 


3. While designated money may be sent to 
the Centenary Treasurer it will save time and 
confusion to send such funds directly to 
the Disciplinary Board Treasurer concerned. 
Wherever sent these gifts must be accompanied 
with sufficient information to connect payment 
with donor and designated work, including 
name and address of donor and full informa- 
tion as to how donor wishes the money used. 


4. Children’s Day collections are not cred- 
ited on the apportionments and should not be 
sent to the Centenary Treasurer, but to the 
Board of Education, 150 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, .Ny Ys 


5. All money should be sent direct to the 
Centenary Treasurer or the Board Treasurer 
and not through Area or Conference offi- 
cials. Area Secretaries and colleges cannot 
give Centenary vouchers. Remitting general 
sums to New York or Philadelphia and desig- 
nated sums to the various treasurers will 
avoid confusion and delay. Amounts collected 
too late in the Conference year to be remitted 
in time to receive voucher should be taken to 
Conference as heretofore. 


6 Treasury Slogan— 


6. Church Treasurers may make their own 
division and remit general as well as designated 
sums direrctly to the Treasurers of the eight 
Boards if they prefer, but payment of the gen- 
eral benevolence money to one Treasurer is 
urged because of its simplicity. 


7. The District Superintendents at the Cleve- 
land meeting recommended, and the Joint Cen- 
tenary Committee voted, that “‘when other in- 
terests have been included in the Centenary 
Campaign the Centenary quota shall be paid 
annually before money is applied to these other 
causes, except where the conditions of the sub- 
scription require otherwise. We further recom- 
mend that all subscriptions in excess of the quo‘a 
for the interest involved be sacredly considered 
as belonging to the Centenary.”’ 


In view of this action the Centenary Commit- 
tee agrees to the following plan in place of its 
former announced policies. When the annual 
Centenary allotment from any given Conference 
and the apportionments for the six smaller 
Boards are received in full by the Centenary 
Treasurer, he will ask the Treasurers of the 
local funds of said Conference for a certified 
statement of receipts and the Centenary Treas- 
urer will remit to said local Treasurers addi- 
tional funds if received from said Conference, 
up to the total amount said local cause is entitled 
to for the year. This does not apply to local 
church projects which may have been financed 
in connection with the Centenary campaign. 


8. Funds for the Public Educational collec- 
tion should all be sent to the Centenary Treas- 
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urer or the Board of Education (both the 80 
per cent for colleges and the 20 per cent for the 
Board of Education), as colleges are not au-. 
thorized to issue Centenary vouchers. 


9. When sending remittances to the Cen- 
tenary Treasurer it is not necessary to give the 
names of the individuals who make payments, 
unless the payments are for designated work (see 
I, 3), or are payments on pledges of $200 per 
year or over. A report should be sent to the 
Area Office, listing all individual payments. It 
is always necessary to give the name and address 
of the pastor and the name of the Conference, 
District and Charge, so that the proper credit 
may be given. 


10. Liberty Bonds and War Savings Stamps 
may be accepted by church treasurers in pay- 
ment of individual subscriptions upon the fol- 
lowing conditions: Liberty Bonds should be ac- 
cepted at par, provided undue coupons remain 
attached. War Savings Stamps should be ac- 
cepted at present worth and not at maturity 
value. Liberty Bonds and War Savings 
Stamps should be sent to the Centenary ['reas- 
urer or the Board Treasurer by registered mail. 
It is earnestly hoped, however, that such pay- 
ments will be reduced to the minimum. Cen- 
tenary bills cannot be paid with Liberty Bonds, 
and missionaries at home or abroad cannot be 
asked to accept them in lieu of cash payment of 
salaries. On the other hand, the Government 
asks all benevolent organizations not to sell 
bonds donated to them. It is important, there- 
fore, that these payments be as few as possible. 
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IJ. VOUCHERS AND CONFERENCE 
CREDIT 


1. Official Centenary vouchers for credit in 
the Conference Minutes will be issued only by 
the Centenary Treasurers or by the Treasurers 
of the Benevolent Boards, and only upon receipt 
of cash, or Liberty Bonds or stamps as indi- 
cated above. 


2. Centenary vouchers will be given for 75 
per cent of the face value of annuity bonds, as 
this represents the average value of annuity 
bonds issued by the Board of Home Missions 
and Church Extension and the Board of For- 


eign Missions. 


3. Conference vouchers issued by the Cen- 
tenary will be accepted by the Conferencce 
Treasurers for credit in any or all columns of the 
eight Disciplinary Benevolent Boards. In other 
words, the Centenary voucher may be divided 
for credit purposes the same as cash. When 
money is paid directly to any of the above 
named Boards a Centenary voucher will be 1s- 
sued by the Board receiving it. 


4. No vouchers should be accepted by the 
Conference Treasurer for Centenary funds ex- 
cept those issued by the Centenary Treasurers or 
by a Board Treasurer. 


5. At the Annual Conference pastors should 
report the apportionments of the six smaller 
Boards as paid in full and then divide the bal- 
ance equally between the Board of Home Mis- 
sions and Church Extension and the Board of 
Foreign Missions. This should not be inter- 
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preted to mean that the six Boards will receive 
their full apportionments for the fiscal year end- 
ing in the fall of 1919, because the Centenary 
guarantee to these Boards did not become op- 
erative until July 1, 1919. 


6. Arrangements have been made whereby 
deferred credit will be given during the five- 
year period to charges which pay more than the 
amount due during any given year. The Com- 
mission on Finance has agreed to “give star 
credit for Home and Foreign Missions in any 
year, providing cash payments in that year, to- 
gether with excess credits from preceding years, 
equal or exceed the Centenary quota due for 
that year.” The Commission will keep a card 
index record of each church for the five-year 
period in order to make possible this deferred 
credit. Apportionments of the other six Boards 
must also be raised in order to get star credit 
in these six columns. 


7. Churches, in Fall Conferences, which have 
accepted the Conference year ending 1919 as 
the first year of the Centenary period, may 
have credited to them all money paid in after 
the end of the session of the Conference in 
1918, and will be given star credit when the 
first year’s allotment has been met in full. 


8. Churches, in Fall Conferences, which have 
accepted June | as the beginning of the five-year 
Centenary period will be given star Centenary 
credit in the Home and Foreign Board columns 
in the reports of 1919 if they pay in the fol- 
lowing percentages of the annual Centenary 
quota: 
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Conferences meeting in August ... 30% 
Conferences meeting in September... 35% 
Conferences meeting in October ... 45% 
Conferences meeting in November. . 50% 


Conferences meeting in December... 60% 


Star credit for the six smaller Disciplinary 
Boards will be given, provided their apportion- 
ments are paid in full. 


9. Churches in Spring Conferences will be 
given star credit, provided the first year’s Cen- 
tenary allotment and the apportionments for the 
six smaller Boards have been paid in full. 


8. Gifts sent to the Centenary Treasurer for 
Boards or organizations participating in the over- 
payment of Centenary funds will be acknowl- 
edged by a Treasurers’ receipt. Such gifts 
will be forwarded to the organization as di- 
rected. These Treasurers’ receipts may be ex- 
changed for Centenary vouchers when the 
amount of the overpayment has been determined 
and to the extent to which these organization 
may participate in the surplus. 


“Monthly Remittances” 11 


IJ. LOCAL COLLECTION AND 
RECORDS 


1. The responsibility for the collection of all 
Centenary subscriptions inheres in the local 
church. 


2. The Centenary allotments as originally 
sent out did not include the apportionments for 
the six smaller Boards, which should be raised 
separately if they were not added to the Cen- 
tenary allotment before the subscription was 
taken. 


3. It is strongly recommended that the Gen- 
eral Conference provision concerning the elec- 
tion of a Treasurer of Benevolences be followed 
in every local church, said Treasurer to collect 
and forward to the Centenary Treasurer all 
benevolences including Centenary gifts. 


4. For churches where there are a Financial 
Secretary, a Treasurer of Current Expenses, and 
a Treasurer of Disciplinary Benevolences, we 
would recommend: | 


a. That the Financial Secretary use Clark’s 
Improved Labor-saving Church Treasurers’ 


Record. 


b. That the Treasurer for Current Expenses 
use Official Treasurers’ Record for Current Ex- 
penses, Book B, for receipts and disbursements. 


c. That the Treasurer of Disciplinary Benev- 
olences use Official Record of Treasurer of 
Church Benevolences, Book E, for receipts and 
disbursements. 


12 Treasury Slogan— 


5. For churches where there is no Financial 
Secretary, but where there are a IJ reasurer of 
Current Expenses and a Treasurer of Benevo- 
lences, we would recommend: 


a. That the Treasurer of Current Expenses 
use for recording weekly receipts and disburse- 
ments, Official Record of Current Expenses, 
Book C. 


b. That the Treasurer of the Disciplinary 
Benevolences use for recording weekly receipts 
and disbursements, Official Record of Benevo- 


lences, Book F. 


Note.—Form F is also published in a pocket 
record edition for those who desire a book with 
more compact ruling. 


All the books above mentioned are published 
by The Methodist Book Concern and may be 
secured at any of its depositories. A free leaf- 
let, furnished by the Book Concern upon re- 
quest, gives detailed description of various sizes 
to meet the requirements of individual churches. 


6. Where churches are using the duplex en- 
yelopes, we recommend that Centenary Funds 
be collected through the benevolent side of the 
duplex envelope, in connection with other benev- 
olences. 

7. Where no envelopes are being used, we 
advise the introduction of the Duplex En- 
velope. 

8. Where churches are using the single en- 
velope for current expenses, we would recom- 
mend that single envelopes be continued for the 
balance of the year, with special envelope for 
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the weekly offerings to the Centenary and that 
the Duplex Envelope be introduced for next 
year. Such special single envelopes may be se- 
cutee from the Book Concern at $2 per thou- 
sand. 


9. The Centenary Committee has envelopes 
for the Sunday School only at ten cents per 
hundred, which may be obtained at any Area 
office. 


10. The following form of printing is recom- 
mended for all envelopes: 


Centenary Fund: 
Board of Foreign Missions, and Board of 
Home Missions and Church Extension 
(including War Emergency and Recon- 
struction). 

Freedmen’s Aid Society. 

Board of Sunday Schools. 

Public Educational Collection. 

American Bible Society. 

Board of Temperance, Prohibition and Pub- 
lic Morals. 


General Deaconess Board. 


11. All envelopes may be purchased through 
The Methodist Book Concern and its deposi- 


tories. 


12. A record of the Centenary subscriptions 
and the amount already paid should be given 
to members who transfer their Church member- 
ship, such statement to accompany the member- 
ship transfer certificate. 
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IV. REPORT OF SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Blanks for reporting Centenary subscriptions 
have been prepared as follows: 


FORM C, on which the local church officer 
shall report a complete list of subscriptions in 
each church, a copy to be sent to the Area 
office. 

FORM B, on which the District Superin- 
tendent shall list all the charges of the district 
with the aggregate subscriptions of each charge. 
The original to be retained by him, a copy to be 
sent to the Area office and another to the New 
York Centenary office. 


FORM A, on which the area secretaries 
shall list all pledges of $200 per year and up- 
ward, one copy to be left in the Area office and 
one copy to be sent to the Centenary office. 

Forms A, B and C have been sent out to the 
Area offices and will be distributed by the Area 


Secretaries. 


All original pledges of $200 per year and 
upward should be filed with the Centenary 
Treasurer at 150 Fifth Avenue, New York 
City. All smaller pledges are to be filed in 
the Area offices. Payments on all pledges 
should be recorded on the books of the Treas- 
urer of Benevolences of the local church, as 
heretofore, which record will be accepted as 
evidence of payment. 

GeorceE M. FowLes, 
Centenary Treasurer. 


We Ae ELLIOTT, 


Associate Centenary Treasurer. 


